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The Intracoastal Waterway is in general 150 feet wide and 12 feet deep at 
local mean low water from Jacksonville to Fort Pierce and from Fort Pierce to 
Miami 125 feet wide and 10 feet deep. 
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The prescribed anchorage area for vessels anchoring outside the harbor is 
located eastward of a line about 1.5 nautical miles off shore and northward of 
a line about 0.2 nautical miles north of the sea buoy at the entrance to the ship 
channel.  The entire anchorage area lies north of the entrance channel to 
Miami.  The northern and southern extremities of this area are marked by nun 
buoys.  Vessels desiring to anchor off the entrance to the Harbor of Miami are 
required to do so within this area, to avoid possible damage to cables laid on 
the ocean bottom in the vicinity.  Refer to anchorage area 110.188 on National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Survey Chart # 11466 & # 11468. 
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The normal mean tidal range at the entrance to Miami Harbor is 2.5 feet, and 
in the bay it is about 2.0 feet.  The extreme tidal range is about 4.0 feet at the 
entrance.  Easterly winds sometimes raise the water level 1.5 feet at the 
entrance and from 1.0 to 0.5 feet in the bay. 
 
The tidal currents at the entrance to Biscayne Bay may reach a velocity of 1-
1/2 to 3 knots through the main channel. 
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Marginal Berthing 
PortMiami offers 18,840 linear feet of berthing on Dodge and Lummus Islands.   
 
The cruise zones total 8,860 linear feet: 7,125 feet (36 feet deep) along the 
north and northeast sections; 735 feet (32 feet deep) at the north west section; 
and 1,000 feet (30 feet deep) at the western extremity of the South Ship 
Channel.   
 
The cargo berthing areas total 9,980 linear feet: 6,120 (50 feet deep) along 
the southeast section of Lummus Island and the South Ship Channel at the 
gantry facility; 1,000 feet (42 feet deep) at the northeast section along the 
Main Ship Channel; and 2,760 feet (28 to 32 feet deep) of roll-on/roll-off berth 
space along the south section of the Port.   
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